






 

Santa Clara County Housing Action Coalition 
 
 

The Santa Clara County Housing Action Coalition is comprised of a broad range of organizations and individuals who have, 
 as a common goal, the vision of affordable, well-constructed and appropriately located housing 

 
 
March 17, 2004 
 
Planning Commission 
City of Sunnyvale 
456 West Olive Avenue 
P.O. Box 3707  
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3707 
 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission:   
 
On behalf of the Santa Clara County Housing Action Coalition we are writing to express our 
support for the conversion of the Best Western on Weddell Drive to affordable housing 
developed by First Community Housing. 
 
By way of reference, the Housing Action Coalition includes more than 100 organizations and 
individuals. Its goal is the production of well-built, appropriately-located homes that are 
affordable to families and workers in Silicon Valley. Organizations participating in the HAC 
include the Silicon Valley Manufacturing Group, the Home Builders Association, Greenbelt 
Alliance, the Sierra Club, the League of  Women Voters, numerous local governments, 
several chambers of commerce, Santa Clara County Association of Realtors, Tri-County 
Apartment Association, and the Affordable Housing Network. 
 
The Housing Action Coalition is excited by this proposal for a number of reasons.  Not only 
will the proposal provide much needed affordable housing, it fills an even more important 
need for a specific and type of affordable housing that tends to be difficult to get approved 
and financed— housing for very low and extremely low-income families.  And, please note 
the very deliberate use of the term “families.”  Subsidized homes for very low income 
families, as opposed to SRO’s or senior housing, are one of the greatest needs in our Valley.   
 
This proposal is unique in that it would convert an exisitng and underutilized hotel into 
something that is desparately needed.  One of the biggest challenges for cities in building 
affordable homes is identifying land and space that is financially feasible, appropriately 
located and that doesn’t upset surrounding neighbors.  This parcel meets that criteria. 
Additionally, this parcel is adjacent to an existing property by First Community Housing 
which means they will be able to streamline the management of the two properties and 
ultimately more efficiently use our tax dollars.  The property is also adjacent to an existing 
park and bikeway and is is not far from major job centers in Sunnyvale. 
 
It is also important to note that First Community Housing, one of the most innovative and 
respected nonprofit housing developers in Silicon Valley, provides Ecopasses to all its 
residents.  This form of transportation demand management (TDM) is a vital tool in helping 
to lessen the reliance and need of future residents on the automobile.  For a family making 
20% of the area median income, the added expense of an automobile is a huge burden.  By 
providing Ecopass to all residents, First Community enables its tenants to move towards  



 
 
 
financial stability.  As well, this form of TDM helps reduce traffic congestion and the need for 
our valuable land resources to be consumed by unneeded parking spaces.  
 
The Housing Action Coalition believes this is a wonderful opportunity to help the community 
meet a vital need for affordable homes.  Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Tim Nieuwsma 
Housing Action Coalition Co-Chair 
Synergy Properties 
 

Lee Wieder 
Housing Action Coalition Co-Chair 
Access Partners

 
 cc:  Jeff Oberdorfer 

Housing Action Coalition, c/o SVMG, 224 Airport Parkway, Suite 620, San Jose, CA. 95110 






